
50 Bark Feb/Mar 2010

Patricia McConnell
combines her love for dogs
with a well-grounded scien-
tific understanding of them.
For decades, she has spoken
and written about the 
ethological aspects of canine
behavior and the importance
of applying that scholarship
to practical work that helps
both dogs and people. She
brought a vast knowledge 
of canine visual signals to a
generation of dog trainers
and other professionals, and
was the first to teach about
the signals’ importance for
reading dogs, understanding
their emotional states and

The gospel of

Jean Donaldson—

cheerful training with 

profuse praise and gentle

correction—has happily

permeated the world of 

co-pilots like water on 

a sponge, thanks to her

bestselling books, 

including Culture Clash,

Dogs Are from Neptune

and Oh Behave!, 

and the Academy for Dog

Trainers—sometimes 

called Harvard for dog 

trainers—that she founded

and directed for a decade.

predicting their future behav-
ior. She has always valued
understanding people and
dogs in order to improve the
relationships between them;
Trisha truly likes people as
much as she likes dogs, and is
respectful and kind to mem-
bers of both species. Despite
charges of anthropomorphiz-
ing, she maintains that dogs’
emotions are important and
can be studied. By discussing
the natural behavior of both
canines and humans, she has
helped dog lovers be closer to
their animal companions and
communicate more effectively
with them.

—Karen B. London

The public gleans practical
wisdom from animal behav-
iorist Nicholas Dodman
through his bestselling books,
including The Dog Who Loved
Too Much. But his fellow
veterinarians look to him as
well. The founder and director
of Tufts Cummings School 
of Veterinary Medicine’s
Animal Behavior Clinic, one
of the first of its kind in
1986, Dr. Dodman works on
the frontier of behavioral
pharmacology—conducting
groundbreaking studies on
the use of medication to
tackle knotty behavioral
challenges, such as canine
compulsive disorders.
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BARK 100

MENTORS Teachers on a grand scale, our mentors guide, support and generously share their knowledge.
Where would we mentees be without them?
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Couldn’t survive without a
Gentle Leader? Gratitude
goes to R.K. Anderson.
The multi-laurelled, multi-
degreed veterinarian, epidemi-
ologist, behaviorist, researcher
and professor co-invented the
tried-and-true headcollar as
part of his mission to gently
and humanely prevent behav-
ior problems that land dogs
and cats in shelters by the
millions. Dr. Anderson is also
a main mover behind the
Animal Behavior Resources
Institute, a free, collaborative
educational resource with
expert videos, podcasts and
articles for professionals and
their clients.

Training methods using
rewards and a whistle or a
click—more formally known
as operant conditioning and
bridging stimulus—have
become so ubiquitous that
most of us take them for
granted. We tip our cap to 
the late Marian Breland
Bailey, who (along with
Keller Breland and 
Bob Bailey) developed
these humane approaches
and taught them to others 
for more than 60 years; 
thousands sharpened up
their skills and became better
trainers at the Baileys’ oper-
ant-conditioning workshops,
a.k.a. “chicken camps.”

Karen Pryor’s impact on
dog nation has a soundtrack
—or rather, a sound: click! 
A pioneer of positive rein-
forcement training (inspired
by the operant conditioning
she mastered working with
dolphins in the 1960s), Pryor
is the founder and leading
proponent of clicker training.
Today, marking desired
behavior with a noisy click
(and a treat) isn’t limited to
the dog world—the sharp
snaps regularly ricochet off
zoo enclosures, out in pas-
tures with livestock and even
in gyms, signaling “well-
done” to human athletes.

Ian Dunbar’s ideas about
dog training—that it should
be a fun bonding experience
—have become so central to
the practice, it would be easy
to forget someone (Dunbar!)
got us thinking this way in
the first place. Advocating a
hands-off, reward-based
approach at his Sirius Dog
Training centers, the behavior -
ist and vet first promulgated
the now-accepted-as-gospel
notion that teaching good
behavior to puppies before six
months of age, using positive
reinforcement, prevents most
future problem behaviors. 

Whilst the dog is still a puppy, it is far
easier to convince him to join the
team so that he enjoys life with us.

—Ian Dunbar
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